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To the Citizens of Allegheny County:

Too often you hear news reports of gang
violence that results in innocent people being
victimized.  Although the number of juveniles
who commit these crimes is relatively small, the
risk they pose to the community can be
significant.

The Allegheny County Juvenile Probation
Department established the Warrant Unit in 2004
to enhance its ability to protect the community.
Working closely with local law enforcement, the
Warrant Unit is focused on locating and
apprehending high-risk juvenile offenders who
have failed to appear for Court, violated the
conditions of supervision, or absconded from a
Court ordered commitment.

The Warrant Unit currently consists of twenty-one
probation staff. Two Warrant Unit Officers are
dedicated full-time to the job while the remaining
members participate in addition to their full-time
responsibilities as Juvenile Probation Officers,
Supervisors, and Administrators.

Each member of the Warrant Unit has undergone
extensive training on a variety of topics including
high-risk building entry and search, verbal de-
escalation, self-defense, and firearms training.
The Warrant Unit is indebted to the law
enforcement personnel—the Pittsburgh Police,
the Allegheny County Sheriff's Department, the
FBI, and the Drug Enforcement Agency, among
others—that have provided much of this training.

The Warrant Unit has compiled impressive
numbers since its inception. A total of 724
juveniles have been sought since 2004. Nearly
80% of those were apprehended during the
sweep or picked up by police after the sweep.
An additional 11% turned themselves in or were
turned in by parents after the sweep.

Balanced and Restorative Justice has been the
law in Pennsylvania and the mission in Allegheny
County Juvenile Court since the mid 1990s. In
addition to community protection, the goals of
this mission require that juveniles restore victims
and develop competencies that lead to law
abiding and productive citizenship. None of
these goals are being advanced when a youth is
AWOL in the community. The job of the Warrant
Unit is to locate and apprehend AWOL youth so
they can appear before the Judge. Only then
can the goals of Balanced and Restorative
Justice be attained.

Russell Carlino
Administrator
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W arrant Unit Totals (2004 through Sept 2010)
724 Sought

Turned in Self or by Parent
Not Apprehended after Sweep
11% 11%
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Apprehended During

Sweep
37%

Apprehended by Police
After Sweep
41%

Allegheny County Juvenile Probation works closely with law enforcement to protect the community.
The chart above illustrates the success of the Warrant Unit.
Since 2004, the Warrant Unit has sought 724 juveniles with active warrants.
A total of 89% of those sought have been apprehended and brought before the Court.

Successfully Completed Supervision Without Re-Offen ding

2005-2009
91%
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Probation Officers are responsbible for managing and minimizing the risk juveniles pose to the community. Short-
term risk is managed by supervising juveniles in the community and ensuring they comply with all Court directives.
Long-term risk is minimized through a range of programming options that help juveniles develop pro-social skills
and moral reasoning skills, improve in school, and develop workforce skills. All efforts are focused on helping
youth become law-abiding and productive members of the community. An important measure of our success is the
number of crimes committed by juveniles who are under the jurisdiction of the Court.

As the above chart indicates, during the last five years an average of 87% of juveniles successfully completed
supervision without committing another crime.

Allegheny County Juvenile Probation
“Balanced and Restorative Justice”
550 Fifth Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
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